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at gap while exploring the critical role of
erience of secondary education for rural LGBTQ

al institution, schools play a critical role in the socialization
young people into future citizens, whether inside or outside the
classroom. Increasingly, schools have become responsible for more
and more of the work previously done by families, religious and
social organizations, and the state.

One in four adults in this region lacks a high school diploma, one in
three in rural areas, and only one in five have a bachelors degree.
Higher educational attainment and retention predicts economic
growth in the region, so losing these populations has multiple costs.

* WHY LGBT+?

There are 15,000-22,000 LGBTQ+ individuals living in the Texas
Panhandle. This number, if it were its own city, would be the second
argest city behind Amarillo.

The Williams Institute finds a positive correlation between an area’s
protection of LGBTQ residents and higher economic output;
discrimination towards queer people diminished economic output at
the micro level (Badgett et al, 2014).

More striking, a Wells Fargo analysis found that average gross state
product (GS 5growth rates in 2010-2019 are positively correlated
with a state’s rate of business formation as well as per capita rates of

atent grants, which researchers used as a proxy for innovation
FBryson & Cervi, 2023).
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